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What will be covered? 

• Part I: The basics 
– What is a read-along and why are they so difficult 

to catalog? 

– How to choose which record to import 

– What needs to be included in a read-along record 

• Part II: Delving deeper 
– Understanding fixed-length data fields 

(006/007/008) 

– How to create a 006 field 

 



What will you learn? 

• How to evaluate items with multiple 
components in determining record type 

• How fixed-length data fields are coded and 
what they tell us about the item being 
cataloged 

• How to modify/create fixed-length data fields 



What is a read-along? 

• Book + audio recording of the text 

– Audio recording: most typically a CD (previously 
cassette or vinyl disc) 

• Fiction or non-fiction 

• Usually a picture book or reader 

• Designed to help early learners 

– Reading comprehension 

– Listening skills 



Similar items  
….but not read-alongs! 

• Books with a digital audio download link 

• Playaways  

 

 

 

• Go readers 

• Foreign language instruction material 

 



Cataloging read-alongs: Challenges 

• Multiple components 

– Varied content/combinations of content 

• Text 

• Songs 

• Videos 

• Activities 

• Format changes 

– Book + cassette >>> book + cd 

• Previously cataloged as “kit” (when book + cassette) 

 



Importing records for read-alongs 

• Step 1 : Evaluate item 

• Step 2 : Choose record type to import 

• Step 3 : Verify and edit record elements 

 



Evaluating the item (Step 1) 

• Check the contents of the book and the CD 

– Text, songs, music, activities? 

• Identify the PRIMARY component 

– Are the book and CD identical in content? 

– Does one serve as more of a supplement to the 
other? 

 



General rule for read-alongs 

All else being equal, the sound recording is 
generally considered the primary component 
since the book is furnished so the user can “read 
along” while listening to the audio recording. 

 

 

 



Identifying primary component 

• Book and CD contain identical material 

– CD is primary component 

• CD contains all material in the book, plus 
additional material (e.g., songs, activities, etc.) 

– CD is primary component 

• Book contains significantly more material than 
the CD 

– Book is primary component 

 



Choosing type of record (Step 2) 

• Record types: 

• Book (type “a”)  

• Non-musical sound recording (type “i) 

• Musical sound recording (type “j”) 

• Kit (type “o”) 

– Should only be used for items with 3 or more 
different components and no single component is 
identifiable as primary component. 

 



Record type fixed field 



Choosing type of record 

• Book and CD contain identical material 
– Record type “i” (non-musical sound recording), or 

– Record type “j” (musical sound recording) 

• CD contains all material in the book, plus 
additional material (e.g., songs, activities, etc.) 
– Record type “i” (non-musical sound recording), or 

– Record type “j” (musical sound recording) 

• Book contains significantly more material than 
the CD 
– Record type “a” (book) 



Example: Type “a” record 

• Book is primary component 

– Book has significantly more content than CD 

 

A Child's Introduction to Poetry 

– Book discusses different types of poetry, highlights 
different poets, and offers examples. 

– CD only contains poetry verses (book indicates 
corresponding audio tracks). 

 





AL
Callout
This text not 
included on CD



AL
Callout
CD only includes reading of poetry



Example: Type “i” record 

• Book and CD contain identical material 

– Remember general rule for read-alongs: CD 
considered primary component, all else being equal 

 

Trapped! A Whale's Rescue 

– Non-fiction picture book containing a story and 
supplemental information. 

– All of the contents of the book are included on the CD 
(even the supplemental informational material). 

 







AL
Callout
Supplemental 
information 
included on CD



Which type of record would you 
choose? 

• Book and CD contain mostly the same material 
– Book contains a few pages of supplemental material 

not on the CD 

 

The Scrambled States of America 
– Book was clearly written as a read-along (“OK, turn 

the page!”) 

– 2 pages of statistical information at the end of the 
book are not on CD, but the dialogue and captions on 
the images are included on the CD. 

 

AL
Callout
Type "a" record probably 
best choice.  In this case, in particular, because of 
supplement material, but also 
because captions on images don't make sense without 
images.







AL
Callout
All of these 
captions 
included on CD.



AL
Callout
This is only text not
included on CD.



Other read-along examples 

• Sing-alongs & Read-alongs with music  

– Read-alongs with text set to music 

– Story + songs 

– Sing-alongs (text itself is a song) 

 



Example: Sing-along (type “j” record) 

• Text itself is a song 

 

A Hole in the Bottom of the Sea 

– Lyrics of the song are treated as text in a picture 
book format. 

– Book includes musical notation. 

– Book also includes some informational material 
about oceans (not included on the CD). 

 









AL
Callout
Although this supplemental text is not on CD, record type "j" is still best choice since CD seems primary, and text is a song.



Example: Story + Songs  
(type “i” record) 

• Both book and CD include the story (songs 
may only be on CD) 

 

Chicken Joe Forgets Something Important 

– Book includes the story of Chicken Joe, plus the  
lyrics of the songs on the CD. 

– CD contains the story, the songs, plus a video 
about the band and the Original Chicken Joe Song. 

 

AL
Callout
Even though the item includes songs, main component is the story about Chicken Joe. 









AL
Callout
Notice that "storybook" is listed first, and the music CD is treated as supplemental.



Example: Text set to music  
(type “i” record) 

• Book and CD should contain the same text (CD 
may contain additional musical tracks) 

 

The Carnival of the Animals 
– A series of verse set to an orchestral composition 

(Saint-Saens' The Carnival of Animals). 

– Each track on CD is a reading of a verse followed 
by one piece of Saint-Saens' composition. 

– CD also contains the full orchestral composition. 

 



AL
Callout
Record type "i" chosen (instead of "j") because the main component is the verse (set to music) as opposed to the music itself. Also, the creator of this manifestation really is Prelutsky, not Saint-Saens.









Verifying and editing records (Step 3) 

NOTE: If the correct TYPE of record is not 
available for import, please contact the 
mentors. 

 

• Most records to be imported, even if the 
correct type of record, will not be complete 

– You will need to add to and possibly modify the 
record 

 

 



Elements to add 

• 245 gmd 

 Insert: $h[book with CD] 

• 690 (local subject added entry) 

 =690 \4 $aRead along 

• 999 

 =999 \\ $eAudiobook CD $eBook 

 Note: if includes significant music, may need to use  

  =999 \\ $eAudiobook CD $eBook $eMusic CD 

 



Elements to verify and add/modify 

• 008 (fixed-length data elements) 

• 006 (fixed-length data elements - additional 
material characteristics) 

• 007 (physical description fixed field) 

 

• 300 (physical description) 

• 336/337/338 (content/media/carrier type) 



300 field 

Type “i” and type “j” records 
– Physical description showing CD as primary item; book 

as accompanying material 

=300 \\$a 1 audio disc :$b digital ;$c 4 3/4 in. +$e 1 
book (93 pages) : color illustrations ; 23 cm.  

 
Type “a” record 

– Physical description showing book as primary item; CD 
as accompanying material 

=300 \\$a 93 pages :$b color illustrations ;$c23 cm. +$e 
1 CD (digital ; 12 cm.) 

 



336/337/338 

Type “i” record 
=336 \\$aspoken word$bspw$2rdacontent 

=336 \\$atext$btxt$2rdacontent 

=336 \\$astill image$bsti$2rdacontent 

=337 \\$aaudio$bs$2rdamedia 

=337 \\$aunmediated$bn$2rdamedia 

=338 \\$aaudio disc$bsd$2rdacarrier 

=338 \\$avolume$bnc$2rdacarrier 

 

Type “a” record 
=336 \\$atext$btxt$2rdacontent 

=336 \\$astill image$bsti$2rdacontent 

=336 \\$aspoken word$bspw$2rdacontent 

=337 \\$aunmediated$bn$2rdamedia 

=337 \\$aaudio$bs$2rdamedia 

=338 \\$avolume$bnc$2rdacarrier 

=338 \\$aaudio disc$bsd$2rdacarrier 

 

 • At least 2 sets of each (one set for CD, one set for book). 
• Order should correspond with record type. 
 



008 

• Will always be present in a record because 
automatically generated. 

• But varies depending on what is considered 
the primary element. 

 



Sample 008s 

• Type “a” record example: 

=008 160930s2016\\\\cau a\\\j\\\\\\000\1\eng\d 

 

• Type “i” record example: 

=008 160930s2016\\\\cau nnnnj\s\\\\f\\n\eng\d 

 

• Type “j” record example: 

=008 160930s2016\\\\cau uunnj\d\\\\\f\\n\eng\d 

 

AL
Callout
008s for same item. Note 
differences in red depending on record type.



006 

• Provides information about the accompanying 
material. 

• All read-alongs will need at least one 006. 
• Will vary depending on the record type: 

– If record type “i”, the 006 provides info about the 
book 

– If record type “a”, the 006 provides info about the cd 
(which may contain both non-musical and musical 
sound) 

– If record type “j”, the 006 provides info about the 
book 

 



Sample 006s 

• Type “a” record example: 

=006 innnna\\\\\\\f\\n\ 

 

• Type “i” record example: 

=006 aa\\\a\\\\\\000\1\ 

 

• Type “j” record example: 

=006 aa\\\a\\\\\\000\1\ 

 

AL
Callout
006s for same item. Note differences 
depending on record type. 


AL
Callout
For record types "i" & "j", because the 006 is for the book 
portion, it is identical for both records.



007 

• Provides information specifically about the 
cd/sound recording. 

• Should be the same regardless of type of record. 

 

 Example: =007 sd\fungnn|||ed 

 

• Use the Physical Characteristics Wizard in 
Evergreen to create, if not already present in 
record. 

 



AL
Callout
Sample record. Green highlighted text = additions/modifications.

AL
Arrow
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AL
Arrow



End of part I 

• Next session: 

– How to create a 006 

– Closer look at the 008 

 




